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As I’m sure everyone is aware, the Mississippi primary elections are over.  We now know who will be on the ballot for the November 2007 general elections.  This is a very important election for animal owners in Mississippi.  In our lobbying work during the past four years, we have identified certain legislators who appear to be friendly toward the interests of animal owners and those who appear to be representing the interests of the animal rights groups.  There are many others in need of being educated as to the danger that the animal rights movement presents to Mississippi pet owners, breeders, rescuers, horse owners and breeders, livestock farmers, hunters, and other legitimate animal interests.  The news broke just recently that there is an effort being made to unseat the current House Speaker.  Four years ago I would never have thought that had anything to do with me and I’ll bet most of you think the same thing.  We have also identified certain officials in Mississippi in offices that affect animal owner interests who appear to be taking positions that are contrary to our best interests.  It is more important now than ever that every one of us carefully considers each candidate on the ballot, researches his/her voting record and/or job performance, and makes educated decisions when we mark our ballot on November 6th.

Most of you are aware that Mississippi animal law is, quite frankly, in a horrible mess.  Though the general animal cruelty statute remains on the books, the Mississippi Supreme Court has tossed it as unconstitutional.  Yet just within the past two months a Mississippi animal owner was charged with an act that is not a crime under Mississippi state law nor her municipal ordinance, she was threatened with a punishment that is not in accordance with state statutes, and then was bullied into pleading no contest and losing all but one of her animals to the local humane society.  In addition to our not having a general animal cruelty law that protects our animals, something most of us agree is important, we have an animal seizure statute on the books that is completely disjointed from the commission of a crime and clearly violates the constitutional rights of our citizens.  In other words, it is an open invitation to theft of our animals by those who oppose the ownership, breeding, hunting and eating of animals.  This statute has not yet been challenged in court as far as I know, but animal owners are falling victim to it one after another.  A growing number of these “seizures in the name of protecting the animals” are nothing but money raising vehicles for non-profit organizations. How long do you think it will take before that victim is you or someone close to you?

The MCCI feels that the appropriate venue in which to fix our Mississippi law is in the legislature rather than for an individual citizen to become a victim and then have to fight his/her way through the court system.  To that end we have drafted and had introduced legislation in the past three legislative sessions that would both protect our animals without making criminals out of half the animal owners in the state and amend our animal seizure statute to bring it into compliance with the 4th, 5th and 14th amendments to the U S Constitution.  We have not yet been successful in getting this legislation through committee, but we are changing our strategy a bit and will make another try this coming legislative session.  We need the help of every animal owner in this state in order to get this done.

There are many other important issues affecting animal owners in Mississippi and every state in the country such as breed specific legislation, dangerous dog laws, mandatory spay/neuter, pet limit laws, guardianship, just to name a few that we will be addressing in future newsletters.  One of the most important issues we must address in Mississippi is the lack of oversight, mandated training and standards, and accountability of our animal control officers and the lack of oversight and accountability of our government animal shelters and pounds.  In a world of limited resources, our first duty is to insure that the excess animals that are killed in shelters, with taxpayer and charitable funds, are, among other things, killed humanely, without abuse by employees, without being allowed to die in the heat or cold, and without being grouped inappropriately and allowed to mutilate and kill each other. There is much work to be done in order to solve the multiple problems that we, as animal owners, are now facing.  I look forward to working with all of you to get this done.

Linda Chance

Legislative Chair

Mississippi Canine Coalition, Inc.


Page 2





Thank you for taking the opportunity to read our newsletter and learn more about canine legislation. Please feel free to submit any articles or topics to the following address � HYPERLINK "mailto:arcadiankennels@bellsouth.net" ��arcadiankennels@bellsouth.net�  Care of Rhonda Foles, Corresponding Secretary for MCCI








